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Eugene Willging 


Ernst, Morris The Best Yet. Harper. Apr. 25, 1945. 
$3.00. 


With disarming frankness, Mr. Ernst informs his readers 
the outset that has been traditionally “less than 
publisher’s favorite”. “In very few months after publi- 
cation,” says, “my writings were being sold re- 
mainders drugstore counters.” strongly suspect that 
his present offering awaits the same disheartening fate. 


More’s the pity—for conceivably Mr. Ernst, out his 
vast legal experience nationally-known specialist 
civil liberties, could have made permanent contribution 
the field. Instead has dashed off, somewhat too 
carelessly, moderately interesting “free-wheeling series 
pieces about sailing and censorship, carpentry and law, 
Joyce’s Ulysses and Mayor Hague Jersey City, Bank- 
ing Board experiences and short, book 
about what has interested me”. (And there anything 
under the sun that hasn’t interested him?) Would 
unfair take the author his word when suggests 
(in summarizing another chapter the highlights his 
career) that such amorphous miscellany “makes for 
fun maybe the cost being too catholic and less 
than profound’? 


For the sake convenience, the book may broken 
down under three separate headings: 


1.) series scattered vignettes the beauties sail- 
ing and the sea. Suffice say that this genre Mr. 
Ernst could learn lot from Belloc—if not, indeed, about 
sailing and the sea, certainly about the refinements 
literary style. would suggest careful reading The 
Cruise the Nona—and blue pencil! 


2.) even more heterogeneous series soliloquies 
the joys carpentry and the wondrous quirks 
Nature witnessed each summer Nantucket like- 


able human being with enviable zest for living. 
need for comment. 


3.) The heart the book (as far concerned): 
personalized jottings civil liberties interpreted and 
ably defended over the years very well known Ameri- 
can lawyer. Pity the poor reviewer who tries full 
justice without directly injuring “two, possibly three, 
persons—author, publisher, illustrator”. The present book 
isn’t illustrated, but the author and the publisher will 
have take their chances. 


The reviewer, dealing with the unenviable 
position agreeing rather completely with perhaps the 
majority (by actual count) Mr. Ernst’s opinions, while 
disagreeing, the death, with handful others and 
while rejecting almost completely his basic philosophy 
life (if any). 

Mr. Ernest pro-labor, pro-New Deal, anti-Fascist, anti- 
Communist, anti-monopolist, etc., etc. And 
congratulate Mr. Ernst the shrewdness and the humor 
his observations these and kindred subjects. Ernst 
blessed with that priceless sense humor which 
finds universally lacking among American liberals. This 
is, presumably, which makes impossible for him 
doctrinaire most his opinions politics and eco- 
nomics. say most, for what are think worldly- 
wise lawyer who can abruptly over-simplify the so-called 
Irish question follows: “South Ireland wants own 
Protestant North Ireland. tried find rationale for 
this desire. According the census 1937, about one- 
third the population Northern Ireland Catholic. 
they get shabby Are they not served 
police and garbage collectors and roads just the same 
the rest the population?” But that’s minor flaw. 
All all, Mr. Ernst the side the angels the 
field economics and politics. 
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Ernst Caldwell Sayers 


But the angels, fear, will profoundly disagree with most 
his opinions divorce and sex and birth control and 
with some his too facile remarks the admittedly 
complicated subject censorship. The following samples 
will illustrate pointedly anything recent literature 
the terrifying gulf which yawns between contemporaries 
who, parodoxically, agree completely many other 
subjects—the gulf which yawns, shall say, between 
liberal Catholic magazine like the Commonweal and 
secularist liberal journal like the New Republic, be- 
tween the present reviewer and Mr. Ernst. 


“What kind ideas are impure the pure all 
things are pure” (p. 113). 


“We had fun educating juries and judges. never 
argued case without trying bring home the fluidity 
sexual standards and the constant shift man’s fear 
ideas” (p. 114). 


With reference the recent controversy over Esquire and 
the Varga girls: “These fliers about die wanted those 
pictures. Who are deny them anything trifling?” 


“The opposition the Catholic Church civilized 
grounds for divorce has not reduced divorces but merely 
increased subterfuges and interstate competition for di- 
vorce business” (p. 171). 


tried start campaign get the Nobel Peace 


Prize for Margaret Sanger” (p. 252). 


Referring the Church’s stand the so-called “rhythm” 
theory: “The Catholic Church already making shift 
its theology” (p. 255). 


“Maybe contraceptive advice the most important need 
mankind. Overpopulation various lands—that is, 
population ineluctably unable live off its own soil—is 
the root much the world’s illness” (p. 256). 


would mistake think that Ernst anti-Catholic 
the bigoted sense the word. far can judge, 
secularist his finger-tins—an energetic and 
talented man whose bedside reading, significantly enough, 
the World Almanac “if not reading Wells’ and 
Huxley’s The Science Life, some similar tome”. Mr. 
Ernst has failed, says, find evidence that reading has 
“any traceable effect—corrupting otherwise”. think 
have found such evidence his own book. 

Rev. George Higgins, 

N.C.W.C. Social Action Dept. 

Washington 


Caldwell, Taylor. Wide House. Scribners. Apr. 1945. 
533p. $3.00. 


long, rambling, sprawling novel Taylor Caldwell 
treats such subjects bigotry and intolerance, love 
obsession and fear, passion 
and host others. She has limned groun inten- 
sively expansive characters peopling small town 
upper New York State during the middle the 19th 
century. Among the maior characters are Staurt Cole- 
man; his cousin, Jennie Cauder, and her four children, 
Angus, Laurie, Bertie, and Robbie; Sam Berkowitz, Stuart’s 
partner; and Joshua Allstairs, the spidery, greedy banker. 


Stuart Coleman, partnership with 
owned and operated the ever expanding Grandeville 


Best SELLERS 


Emporium, prototype the modern department store. 
Stuart was boisterous man large emotions and un- 
heeding action who lived recklessly and for the day. 
believed that money was power and that long 
spent would safe from others whom feared. 
was constantly debt and always calling upon Sam 
for help which the latter always gave even when 
endangered his own plan buy island and colonize 
with persecuted Jews. Jennie Cauder came widow 
with her four children live with Stuart and the story 
really built about the fate all six. Jennie predace- 
ous, wholly self-interested woman who does not scruple 
ruin even the lives her own children encompass her 
plans. Stuart’s most cherished possession beautiful 
house for whose erection has borrowed heavily from 
the evil, surface-pious banker, Joshua All- 
stairs. falls love with the beauty Marvina All- 
stairs and when her father refuses his permission for their 
marriage they elope just Jennie, after bout inti- 
mate relations, had considered her marriage Stuart 
certain. From then both Allstairs and Jennie have 
common objective—Stuart’s ruin. Allstairs does his best 
secure Stuart’s outstanding notes but Stuart usually 
manages pay them off time. Jennie, however, 
adopted long-range plan. She browbeat the sensitive 
and idealistic Angus who wanted doctor, imbued 
him with love money and hatred Stuart and 
secured him position the shops. Stuart attempted 
save him from Jennie but avail and Angus’ hate 
intensified until even affected him bodily. finally 
achieved Stuart’s financial ruin and was about take 
control the when became ill, saw his 
mother she really was, returned the shops Stuart 
and entered missionary order. Angus changed, 
Laurie withdrew into herself and managed preserve 
herself against her mother until out love for Stuart 
she studies music, develops successful career, has 
affair with Stuart, and the two marry when divorced 
Marvina. Robbie Cauder also resists his mother’s 
machinations and develops his career law. Bertie has 
interest neither life nor death and becomes drunkard 
until joins the Union Army where meets death 
action. Allstairs arranges Sam Berkowitz’s death and 
Stuart nearly kills him, later succeeding proving him 
the murderer. Stuart also does his best beat down 
the wave know-nothing intolerance which culminated 
anti-Catholic and anti-Semitic troubles which his 
friends Father Houlihan and Sam are injured. Stuart 
finally achieves peace with himself and the others the 
book ends. 


This intensely emotional, darkly psychoanalytic novel 
more attempt characterization than developed 
action historical background. Both are present but 
characterization the major feature. The characters, 
however, are not life-like—they are too intense, too emo- 
tional, too perfervid real. What value can found 
the book distinctly minor. There the usual tinge 
anticlericalism, bit profanity, fornication, and 
Stuart’s general lustiness for the opposite sex; there 
pitiful effort show thar even those days Germans 
were intrinsically evil; finally, Francis Chisholmish sort 
character, Father Houlihan, entertains the same strange 
notions hypertolerance and adds some even stranger 
ones good and evil. All all there seems little 
reason recommend the book any class reader. 
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Sayers, Michael and Kahn, Albert The Plot Against 
the Peace. Dial Press. Apr. 23, 1945. 258p. $2.75. 


may believe the authors this book, the real cul- 
prits this war are not Hitler and his Nazi henchmen but 
the German General Staff. was the German General 
Staff which launched the First World War, 
secret and methodical preparations 1919 resulting 
the Second World War, and now that defeat staring 
Germany the face formulating definite plans for 
future Third World War. this German General 
Staff which cleverly supporting “The Plot Against the 
Peace”. 


But what the German General small 
group not more than few thousand military leaders, 
industrialists, Junkers and scientific experts who constitute 
the German General Staff. This General Staff the real 
permanent government Germany, not only 
Germany’s military affairs, but also German economy, 
technology, schools, university (!) and politics. The Ger- 
man General Staff exists for single purpose: war and 
world conquest” (p. 85). 


Nazism, according Sayers and Kahn, “was initiated 
Germany, immediately after the Armistice 1918 
direct instigation the German General Staff” (p. 88). 
“The official program the Nazi Party which the world 
believed was worked out Adolf Hitler and the other 
Nazi demagogues, was fact fully elaborated the Pan- 
German General Staff before the Nazi Party was organized. 
Hitler’s job was sell the German people” (p. 96). 


This thesis not convincingly conclusively demon- 
strated this book. Whether capable such dem- 
onstration another question. Not being historians but 
journalists, Sayers and Kahn frequently cite books and 
newsparer accounts without ever giving page reference. 
would take expert scholar months research 
determine the accuracy their accusations. 


appears that the authors unjustifiably minimize 
Hitler’s influence contemporary Germany and his re- 
sponsibility for inaugurating and prolonging the current 
war. Their nebulous General Staff too mythical for 
credence. How does this German General Staff function? 
Where its central authority lodged? Who its Fuehrer? 
Who made the momentous decision attack 
the suicidal prolongation this hopeless struggle the 
Nazis preparing Germany for the next war? These are 
few questions which Sayers and Kahn ought answer 
they wish their hypothesis accepted. 


They have unearthed much surprising information regard- 
ing German propaganda activities the United States, 
The German-American Bund, America First, the Peace 
Now Committee, We, the Mothers, are just few 
nearly fifty organizations which are accused German 
connections and Nazi sympathy. How many these 
accusations could substantiated court would in- 
teresting know. Curiously the authors make at- 
tempt evaluate the relative harm caused these or- 
ganizations. According their account, We, the Mothers, 
appears just dangerous our welfare the German- 
American Bund. one having experienced personal 
encounters with We, the Mothers, convinced that 
this group discredits itself through its silly representatives. 
Not all the crackpots are psychopathic institutions. 
Real democracy will not suffer from these fanatics and 


Sayers Maynard 


our government has shown common sense not becom- 
ing alarmed over these wild-eyed pacifists. 
There doubt that certain German leaders already 
are forging plans for 1970. What the solution for this 
plot against the Here the authors offer positive 
program except give enthusiastic the 
decisions the Yalta Conference. Yalta’s swift and just 
punishment war criminals merits our support long 
the trials are conducted according interna- 
tional law. But the Kharkov Trials which Sayers and 
Kahn describe detail and approve wholehartedly remind 
one the dubious Moscow purges. Let never forget 
that only justice tempered with charity can produce last- 
ing peace. 
This book then journalistic exposé German iniquity, 
espionage and propaganda. calculated create 
the unwary reader overwhelming desire for austere 
justice. way does discuss the positive approach 
peace. After finishing the book the discriminating reader 
will convinced that German war criminals should 
punished but ought cautioned that this punish- 
ment, Pius XII has observed, must meted out accord- 
ing Christian Whether will ever 
possible apprehend the German General Staff described 
this open serious doubt. But the key figures 
responsible for this bloodv holocaust surely will severely 
punished the United Nations example tor future 
tyrants. 

Harry Koenig, 

Mundelein, 


Catholic Literary Foundation---April 
Selection 


Maynard, Theodore. Too Small World. The Life 
Frances Xavier Cabrini. Bruce. Apr. 30, 1945. 
$2.50. 


The time for biography America’s first-to-he-canon- 
ized-citizen leading author long past due. Mavnard 
steers interesting but hard, straight course did 
the Apostle Charity (St. Vincent Paul). tumbles 
down the legendary and the fanciful and shows that the 
true life Blessed Frances Cabrini, who lived our 
times and trod our streets, marvelous enough. With 
more enthusiasm than has ever shown, takes 
along her perilous journeys over stormy oceans, through 
offices cold ecclesiastics, and through the miasmic 
slums the foresaken, despised Italian immigrants 
yesteryear. This book taken from the Italian biography 
written sister Blessed Frances’ congregation. 


Frances had always wanted missionary. Because 
love for Christ and zeal for souls burned violently 
this undersized frail and ill girl, her little home-town 
Italy was “too small world,” her great ambi- 
tions. When she died the age 67, she had built 


institutions, one for each year her life. 


his writings the lowly and the handicapped, Horatio 
Alger never approximated this true story Frances 
Cabrini, who overcame continual obstacles her rise 
fame and glory. Her parents died when she was quite 
young. She almost drowned and was mysteriously res- 
cued. She was unhealthy from birth and remained for 
life. Although Maynard exaggerates the strictness her 
sister, there are many other things that could said 
the rigorous bringing this little Although one 
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day she was have 4,000 sisters followers, Frances 
was refused when she tried enter convent because 
she had not the physical qualifications. When she tried 
again, other refusals were made more certain well 
meaning Monsignor Serrati who realized her worth and 
tried keep her for the work and reform his orphan- 
age. Like young St. Aloysius, she nursed people during 
the plague small-pox and contracted it. 


She went Codogno and helped the failing orphanage 
—failing because the poor leadership eccentric, 
domineering, cruel, pseudo-benefactress, Antonia Ton- 
dini. Her six years here were most miserable, but served 
crystallize her spiritually and give her the experience 
that she was use her great career. After the orphan- 
age failed, the bishop advised begin work her 
heart’s desire—a missionary congregation sisters. She 
began with six sisters old, abandoned Franciscan 
monastery such poverty that they had eat turns 
because they had only one fork and one knife. 


Maynard’s reputation for accuracy suffers slightly here 
because says that the first six sisters were orphans and 
certain that they were not. Frances concentrated 
instilling them the spirituality and mission-mindedness 
which was the foundation for her congregation. The 
eyes the sisters were opened when they saw actual 
miracles performed their mother which were the 
multiplication loaves variety. sister her way 
the store found that she had money. She emptied 
her pocket certain. Mother Frances insisted that 
she look again and the sister found the exact amount 
that she needed. Another reported that the bread box 
was empty. Having been told look again, she returned 
and found the box filled with fresh loaves. Two sisters 
died the odor sanctity, and these events were sur- 
rounded with miraculous phenomena. consumptive 
woman helped carry one the coffins and she returned 
completely cured. 

After Frances founded the convents Milan and Rome, 
she felt prepared cross the world and serve the heathen 
Chinese. Her rule and society were enthusiastically ap- 
proved Pope Leo XIII. him she exposed plans 
going the Orient, but advised her America 
and help the many forsaken Italian immigrants who were 
falling away multitudes because they had practically 
priests sisters. 


Because the miscarriage letters, the orphanage which 
she had been promised was not found when she 
arrived. Adding the consternation being homeless 
and disappointed she was confronted the Archbishop 
New York who told her that she could not get along, 
she should “go back Italy where she came from.” 
also refused allow her occupy large home given 
her, because the place was “nice section.” Later 
was out and seek loans from priests help them. 
Frances, with her slogan St. Paul’s, can all things 
Him who strengthens me,” began teaching children 
the basement abandoned warehouse. 


They had beg from door door sustain themselves 
and supply the school. But only year later her trust 
was rewarded with enough good fortune purchase 
large property the Hudson for her novitiate house. 
She also opened houses Central America where she had 
face hostile mobs. her return from there she 
visited New Orleans where the many Italians were 


despised lynched large numbers and left 
hang for week warning for other Italians stay 
away. She organized institution here well. 


She had the humility saintly foundress and worked 
the most menial tasks scrubbing floors between answer- 
ing door calls, white-washing walls, carrying cement blocks 
for the builders and took her turn task she much 
hated, begging from door door. Work wore her out 
and she died hospital that she was requested take 
when she came Chicago. 


The book will enjoyed anyone from adolescents up. 
departure from the stories saints that scream 
superlatives and has entirely modern background. 
One objection that have against that while be- 
moans the factionalism among the Italians increases 
tremendously placing all the faults and vices 
nation one group. That, think, will harmful. 
Rev. Myron Florey, 
Scranton, Pa. 


Norton Medical Award Winner 


Binger, Carl, M.D. The Doctor’s Job. Norton. Mar. 24, 
1945. 243p. $3.00. 


The Norton Medical Award was established encourage 
the writing books for laymen professional medical 
men that the former might have some hope keeping 
abreast the rapid changes the science and practice 
medicine. Doctor Binger’s book has been given 
the first award and least apt choice since his 
book really deals with the nature medical practice 
concerns the layman and with his idea how that medi- 
cal practice should conducted. shows how 
changes medical knowledge and science demand 
changes medical practice and pleads for the most 
efficient utilization the healing knowledge. pleads 
for the adoption common sense attitudes many 
things and some extent his pleas deserve our con- 
sideration. 


Doctor Binger begins showing that the enormous ad- 
vances medical knowledge and techniques are slowly 
squeezing the old-fashioned “general 
“family doctor” out the picture since can longer 
cope alone with the multitudinous ills which human 
flesh heir. bemoans this phenomenon because where 
the family doctor always treated patient the specialist 
today too prone treat only disease. indicates 
that the peculiarly personal relationship betwen patient 
and doctor demands that the whole patient treated 
and offers the only possible substitute the intelli- 
gent internist who knows when and how utilize the 
abilities other specialists, the only man out welter 
specialists who will have sufficient perspective treat 
the whole patient. 


Doctor Binger continues defining the intimate personal 
relationship which must exist between patient and doctor 
the healing process facilitated. Again 
develops the idea treating not disease but patient. 
discusses the selection physicians indicating again, 
later the book demonstrates example, that only 
the intelligent internist able utilize the services 
specialists while maintaining the personal relationship 
and keeping fees within the patient’s budget. then 
develops the relationship between mind and body 
disease and the development this idea one the 
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major portions the book. discusses psychiatry and 
gives major credit Freud for his pioneer work although 
does not accept all the latter’s somewhat absurd 
theories. carries the development modern 
psychosomatic medicine and indicates the ways which 
troubled mental emotional conditions may produce 
pathology the physical body. insists quite definitely 
that the modern physician must become adept handling 
this type work and cites his own opinions its extreme 
value. His approach here almost entirely humanistic 
and his understanding times quite fumbling especially 
when postulates the existence “anxiety reservoir” 
whose breaching frequently responsible for somatic 
pathology. 


There chapter the highlights medical progress 
during the past forty years, another the importance 
chronic diseases and the necessity increased care 
during convalescence, one the doctor’s task edu- 
cating his patients preventive medicine, and very 
sensible chapter the thorny topic “socialized medi- 
cine” which points out the extent which medi- 
cine already socialized and the possibilities coopera- 
tive medical practice joined with some form prepaid 
voluntary health insurance. There final chapter 
with somewhat confused plea for more human respon- 
sibility the further development the race and for 
physicians play great role possible this 
development. 


Dr. Binger has produced smoothly written and for the 
most part well worked out description modern medical 
practice should be. There much value the 
book, much that deserves careful reading and continued 
support physician and educated layman. There are 
several objectionable features however such attempt 
semi-rationalize the occurrence miracles possibly 
due psychosomatic phenomenon; rather facile and 
Freudian attempt postulate “reservoir anxiety” 
explanation psychosomatic relationships; the 
approbation voluntary sterilization prevent the pass- 
ing “bad hereditary load”; underrating the ability 
the clergy handle maladjustments; some psychiatric 
ideas the nature marriage and implication 
religion irrational. These factors would restrict the 
book the mature and well educated reader whether 
layman physician. 


Book the Month Club---May Selection 


Wolfert, Ira. American Guerrilla the Philippines. Simon 
and Schuster. Apr. 20, 1945. ix, 223p. $2.75. 


When Bataan fell the Spring 1942, Lieutenant Iliff 
Richardson was executive officers PT-34, one 
Commander John famous motor torpedo 
boat Squadron momentarily lying Cebu. The open- 
ing three chapters American Guerrilla tell the Thirty- 
Four’s last fight and her destruction Japanese planes. 
Richardson, thrown his own resources, first tries 
find some American force still capable real resistance, 
but has ultimately attach himself Colonel Ruperto 
Kangleon’s Filipino guerrillas Leyte. The rest the 
book given his adventures and exploits guerrilla 
Kangleon made him his chief-of-staf with the 
rank maior. Richardson, with his American and Fili- 
pino comrades, improvised arms and ammunition, make- 
shift uniforms and radio stations. They printed currency 


Wolfert Durkin 


and set civil government. They harassed the Jap- 
anese every way possible, punished fifth columnists, put 
the air American propaganda, and radioed our 
Navy valuable information the movements Jap- 


anese shipping. All this was accomplished with but little 


help from outside—some supplies came via submarine. 


—and the face constant Japanese efforts extirpa- 
tion. last, late 1944, General MacArthur returned, 
and ex-guerrilla leader Richardson was once more junior 
Naval officer. American Ira Wolfert, vet- 
eran war correspondent, sets down Richardson’s thrilling 
story, putting the form continuous narrative 
from its hero’s lips. 


The defects American Guerrilla are sufficiently great. 
For one thing, stale news. The events relates, 
far they are important, have been told before, and 
told better, St. John’s Leyte Calling. Again, care- 
lessly composed and rather poorly written. Finally, 
understandable enough the mouths overstrung men, 
but unpardonable when set down deliberately cold 
print. 


Mature readers who have not read Leyte Calling may 
find interest American Guerrilla the Philippines. 
others not recommended. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 

* 

Durkin, Joseph T., S.J. (Editor). 

erate Soldier: His War Journal. Georgetown University 
Press. Apr. 1945. xix, $3.00. 


John Dooley (1842-1873), young Richmonder Irish 
parentage, crowded much varied experience into his short 
lifetime. When the War between the States began 
was eighteen-year-old student Georgetown College. 
Returning home, enlisted the Confederate Army 
the Spring 1862, and the Summer that year had 
himself assigned the famous First Virginia Infantry, 
regiment with honorable going back 1754, 
whose second colonel was George Washington. 


The Ist Virginia formed part Kemper’s Brigade, Pickett’s 
Division, Longstreet’s Corps, Army Northern Virginia, 
and with young John Dooley marched and fought for 
eleven months until his military career ended Gettys- 
burg where was seriously wounded and taken prisoner, 
after had followed Pickett right the muzzles 
the Federal guns. 


Then began for young Captain Dooley (he had reached 

that rank shortly before his capture) period twenty 

months’ imprisonment—some six seven weeks Fort 

Baltimore, the rest Johnson’s Island Lake 
rie. 


Paroled February, 1865, Dooley returned Richmond 
and undertook trip southward. got far Char- 
lotte, C.; but meanwhile the Confederacy had col- 
lapsed, and the sore-hearted traveler had make his 
way back home. 


Deciding follow the inward call which had long 
been conscious join the Society Jesus, Dooley entered 
the Jesuit Novitiate Georgetown September, 1865. 
But the hardships war and prison had broken his 
health, and died May, 1873, nine months before 
the date set for his ordination the priesthood. 


John Dooley Confed- 


Field Burnett 


From August, 1862, July 1863, John Dooley kept 
day-by-day diary his experiences. continued this, 
prison and after his release, down May 1865; and 
both Johnson’s Island and the Georgetown Novitiate 
expanded and revised some the earlier entries. Now 
the Rev. Joseph Durkin, Professor American 
History Georgetown University, has edited this diary, 
and the University Press has published under the title 
John Dooley Confederate Soldier. 


Captain Dooley’s war narrative very interesting. Be- 
sides many lesser fights, took part the great battles 
Second Manassas, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, and 
Gettysburg; and sets down what saw all these 
Stirring engagements. Sometimes the brevity his de- 
scriptions disappointing, but goes prove the simple 
honesty his reporting. Dooley’s account himself 
and his comrades see the Confederate soldier with his 
virtues unexaggerated and his faults unvarnished—and 
that one the book’s outstanding merits. 


The present reviewer most values, however, Dooley’s story 
what befell after Nothing could better 
bring home the reader the stark horrors hidden behind 
the “pomp and panoply war” than Dooley’s description 
the awful night that followed Gettysburg’s third day, 
and his relation the sufferings endured military 
prisons. 


Father Durkin has edited Dooley’s manuscript excellently 
well. has omitted only repetitious obviously trivial 
matter, and has, means apt footnotes, put Dooley’s 
narrative, wherever possible, its correct setting rela- 
tion Army movements and general strategy. Best 
all, Father Durkin has not over-edited his author. far 
consonant with clarity, has let Dooley’s spelling and 
grammatical construction alone. And thus have what 
John Dooley wrote—not what someone else thought 
should have written. 


addition his footnotes, Father Durkin has contributed 
introduction, epilogue briefly tracing Dooley’s life 
Georgetown, and three illustrative appendices. 


The most distinguished living writers Confederate 
history, Douglas Freeman, has honored the volume 
with laudatory Foreword. 


Father Durkin has sought make John Dooley’s Diary 
interesting and intelligible the average reader—and 
without pedantry parade learning, but with patient 
toil and sound scholarship, has admirably succeeded. 
John Dooley Confederate Soldier merits commendation 
all who want see the War for Southern Independence 
through the eyes honest, intelligent Southern fight- 


ing man. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
* * 


Field, Marshall. Freedom Only Word. University 
Chicago. Apr. 16, 1945. xviii, 190p. $2.50. 


Charon, according Belloc, was known occasionally “to 
try his hand Latin verse, much the style Virgil, 
only worse”; Mr. Field, patron independent journalism, 
has tried his hand book, much the style Henry 
Wallace, only worse. will difficult for the normal 
reader share the enthusiasms and the regrets Mr. 
Field, mainly because his enthusiasms and his regrets have 
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with extremely vague and ill-defined ideals. Un- 
doubtedly, Mr. Field for freedom and against anything 
that limits freedom, but there our certitudes stop. The 
freedom that crusading for that purposeless free- 
dom characteristic the mystical school liberalism. 
must free simply free. 


Mr. Field for free society, democracy, freedom 
that achieved striking mean between rampant in- 
dividualism and totalitarianism; its progress “by means 
endless series group decisions, as, indicated 
group needs and arising out common agreement 
certain general objectives” (p. 6-7). for freedom 
expression, which the freedom dissent. freedom 
propagate falsehood, disseminate subversive and 
treasonable doctrines? Such freedom 
unless one willing admit objective standard 
truth. for freedom access facts, which means 
journalism free from unnatural restraints and monop- 
olies. Does mean freedom from inhibitions imposed 
the truth? for freedom education, which his 
definition progressive education; against ritualistic 
and mechanistic types education, whatever they are. 
regrets, magnanimously, that there are still parents 
“actuated the distressing desire mold their progeny 
their own image, regardless changed conditions and 
differences personal aptitudes” (p. 55). for 
more extensive governmental control social agencies; 
against private philanthropy except adjunct 
government. This all part the program free- 
om. 


Most important all, Mr. Field emphatically for 
and the Chicago Sun. has subsidized both, and 
example freedom, has permitted them complete free- 
dom policy and method. Incidentally, the pages 
which stops theorizing and relates the history the 
founding these two newspapers that his book becomes 
readable and interesting. Strangely enough, though, there 
just the slightest implication that any one who freely 
challenges either the policy the method either paper 
therefore enemy freedom. 


Like many another liberal the Wallace type liberal- 
ism, Mr. Field has discovered that this world changing 
world, and that living matter adjustment change. 
How can recognize change, face adjust ourselves 
it, except from fixed position? Small harm, and very 
little profit, reading this book. 

Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Burnett, Whit, ed. Time Young. Great Stories 
the Growing Years. Lippincott. Apr. 16, 1945. xix, 
440p. $3.00. 


Apparently, the writers fiction, youth most un- 
happy period, while autobiographical memories tend 
recall moments pleasure humor. This least 
the impression gained from the fifty selections the 
latest anthology the editor Story Magazine. the 
total, nearly twenty are competent and entertaining; less 
than half dozen are appealing enough call for second 
reading. This strikingly poor percentage for collec- 
tion intended for universal appeal. 

The compilation intends picture various phases “the 
growing years”. Much boring, like Marcel Proust’s 
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interminable account good-night kiss; much 
preoccupied with death the life the orphan; most 
concerns trivial and unimportant aspects life, chron- 
icled the pat pattern the modern short story. the 
non-fiction sections, there stand out Mencken’s ac- 
count childhood games, James Thurber’s amusing “Uni- 
versity Days” and Winston Churchill’s somewhat flip 
account school struggles; Helen Keller’s record her 
first attempts speech; and Clarence Day’s lecture 
promptness. Benchley good for laugh his report 
the guest brought home for the school holidays, and 
Cornelia Otis Skinner her observations boy getting 
new suit department store. 

the fiction group, the following might noted. 
Frances Eisenberg pokes fun overly earnest psycho- 
logical student, whose attempts complete reform drive 
Archangel Michael and Gerald Smith”, gives laughable 
account tramp’s imposition gullible youngster. 
Jchn Steinbeck adequate prose retelling the 
theme Robert Frost’s poem, “The Hired 
tively novel Edmund Ware’s “Underground Episode”, 
which vagabond youngster finds courage and friends 
frightening tour through great sewer pipe clear 
obstruction for street building crew. Faulk- 
ner unexpectedly literate incident involving the 
effect eight-year-old the departure older 
brother into the army. James Street has good dog story, 
“Weep More, Lady”. Psychologically and tech- 
nically, Stephen Vincent Benet’s study the effect 
community gossip adolescent pair whose “early 
spring” puppy love misunderstood among the best. 
the sentimental side, but fully controlled, are: “Death 
the Fifth Grade”, Marjorie Marks, which recounts 
the effect such occurrence teacher and class; 
Mother Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, the 
best the orphanage tales, which pleasant myth 
created inmate who chops wood and builds new 
relation and new relationship afternoon admiration 
for his benefactor; and “The Song with Soldiers Sang”, 
Alice Farnham, which captures the impact passing 
ASTP troops lonely child. 

There are also contributions Sherwood Anderson, Lud- 
wig Bemelmans, Sally Benson, Kay Boyle, Morley Cal- 
laghan, Dorothy Canfield, Havelock Ellis, Wolcott Gibbs, 
Kenneth Grahame, Ernest Hemingway, Aldous Huxley, 
Mackinlay Kantor, Katherine Mansfield, Katherine Anne 
Porter, William Saroyan, and Thomas Wolfe, among the 
“bigger” names. None struck the reviewer’s personal 
taste; several were almost incomprehensible. The stories 
are inoffensive from the moral point view; blasphemy 
appears infrequently. There detailed account 
accouchment Santayana’s memoir, which might limit 
the account adult readers. Otherwise, the project 
one more chore required those who feel they must keep 
with the times. 


* * * 


Marsh, George. Ask Quarter. 
1945. 572p. $3.00. 


Late the seventeenth centurv the struggling colony 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, was then 
known, was constant danger from all sides. Dange 
from Indians was always present; pirates and French 
privateers frequently ravaged the coasts; the theocratic 


Morrow. 


Apr. 18, 


Marsh Kirkbride 


government Massachusetts still despised the Quakers 
and for decades did its utmost incorporate Rhode Island 
into itself. But the canny Quakers and the free-living 
seamen would not give their liberty; the famous pri- 
vateersmen beat off the enemies the sea and gathered 
wealth thereby and commerce; the Indians were always 
driven back. 


When Henry Jocelyn, after short trip, arrived home 
find his wife killed Indian raid became madman 
obsessed with only one idea—revenge. When himself 
was killed Indian fight, the young Hugh Jocelyn, 
his orphaned son, was claimed distant relatives, Tom 
and Content, and reared the life fisherman 
Newport’s thriving harbor under the tutelage Israel 
Brandy, onetime privateersman. Hugh grew into lad 
parts—fair, strong, dashing and ambitious—the ambitions 
stirred Dick Trelawney, reformed remittance man, 
who gave Hugh education. Hugh was always the 
center trouble, always the object attacks his 
enemies, but also the favorite large section town. 
When Lettice Brinley showed her affection for him her 
family did its best have him killed. Hugh’s ambitions 
drove him onward, gunner with Israel Brandy the 
French war and later captain his own privateering 
vessel. loved the quiet Seeth Carr but lost her when 
she committed Ambition eventually came 
rule him completely and achieved position and the 
wealth craved another war with the French. 
almost lost that wealth envious neighbors 
struggle for dominance Rhode Island government but 
finally saved and attained contentment the love 
Serena Brenton. 


Mr. Marsh has written story swashbuckling adven- 
ture, pirate battles and swift forays, but one also with 
seemingly authentic background life Rhode Island 
the seventeetnh century. There some profanity and 
several instances illicit sexual relations but the 
whole the book suitable for adults. 


Kirkbride, Ronald. Blow Gently. Fell. Mar. 20, 
1945. 313p. $2.50. 


Mr. Kirkbride has taken the subject this fine novel 
the events that befell the Jordan family the decade be- 
tween 1921 and 1931. The narrator David, youngest 
the house and small boy when the tale begins. 


Joseph Jordan and his wife, Ruth, their daughter Faith, 
and Benn, John and David, their sons, are all members 
the Society Friends, called Quakers the world 
large. Urged some only half-understood impulse 
life the land, Joseph trades his home and modest bank- 
ing business little Pennsylvania town for somewhat 
run-down South Carolina plantation. Arriving there with 
his family, Joseph not long discovering himself heir 
complexity problems. House and fields alike are large 
beyond his expectations. Some three-score Negro men 
and women, with their swarming children, look him 
for work and wage. The white neighbors view with 
kindly eye the coming Northern owner, “spoiling the 
niggers and giving ’em ideas”. And Joseph himself revolts 
against the poverty the black folk, the scanty wages 
paid them, and the terrorism exercised over them the 
“White self-appointed body law-enforcers 
outside the law. 


The Editors Look Miller Train 


Young David tells how Joseph and the family meet and 
conquer their How Joseph encourages the 
Negroes unite peaceably demanding their common 
economic rights, and himself insists giving fair pay for 
good work. How sets the example diversifving 
crops and breaking the age-long slavery cotton. How 
gradually gains the support the best among his neigh- 
bors. And how wins final victorv over public opinion 
dying bravely the hands “White Knight” gang. 


David tells, too, John’s marriage and its tragic outcome; 
Faith’s earlier disappointment love and her later 
happiness; his mother’s quiet strength and courage and 
his own wondering experiences new life (to 
him) strange land. And all this tells simple 
rhythmic prose that seems sing its way into the reader’s 
heart. 

Some may object David’s saying (p. 72) that “the godly 
have dogma, creed, ritual, temple”. But Mr. Kirk- 
bride, writing Quakers, must make them speak 
Quaker terms. Catholic average instruction 
likely take harm from such saying which, all else 
apart, its face untrue, for the assertion the need- 
lessness dogma itself dogma the most sweeping 
and arbitrary sort. 


Winds, Blow Gently beautifully written, highly pleas- 
ing book, and commended adult readers. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


The Editors Look: Movie lot beachhead; the motion 
picture goes war and prepares for the future. With 
preface Robert St. John. Doubleday, Doran. Apr. 12, 
1945. $3.50. 


This book apologia for the motion picture industry 
twelve chapters consisting 253 pages captioned 
photographs and thirty-four pages straight text plus 
brief preface Robert St. John. gives rapidly 
moving and consistently interesting photographic account 
the acceleration the world crisis prior our entry 
into the war; the impact our entry Hollywood 
and the rest the country; the increase the military 
and civilian use training films; movie shows near the 
war fronts; the “Foxhole Circuit” Joe Brown, Bing 
Crosby, Bob Hope and others; the war subject 
feature pictures; the function the combat photographer; 
the role movies bond sales and blood donor cam- 
paigns; the OWI’s penetration neutral and newly- 
liberated areas; the effect war daily life Holly- 
wood; and the role the motion picture industry 
fostering international understanding; the rchabilitation 
veterans; religion; science and medicine; education; and 
democracy. 

With movie-goers totalling 85,000,000 persons per week 
(p. 205) difficult exaggerate the potential influence 
this industry for both good and evil. compilers 
the present book write frankly eulogists, giving 
interesting not critical view their subject. Some- 
how they not inspire confidence. Thus, although they 
denounce quite rightly propaganda and 
tactics, they might accused propaganda themselves, 
since they limit their denunciations the Nazi-Fascist 
variety. For example, they are least three references 
(pp. 26, 33) “Hitler’s attack Poland—as though 
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Stalin’s attack did not make this joint affair. 
all, the textual part the book distinctly inferior 
quality the photographic part. This all the more 
regretted since, pictorially, the book makes obvious 
that the motion picture industry’s wartime achievement 
has been considerable. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


* * * 


Miller, Max. The Far Shore. Whittlesey House. Apr. 
23, 1945. 173p. $2.50. 


seems very difficult develop any enthusiasm for this 
sixteenth book written Max Miller. Since writing his 
first book, Cover the Waterfront, the author has written 
fifteen other books, most them travel books, and more 
recently, war books. “the far shore” Lieut. Comm. 
Miller has mind the next objective any given task 
force. attempts give account the reactions 
the men the navy such invasions those Sicily, 
Salerno, Anzio, Normandy, and the French Riviera. Offi- 
cial navy and coast guard photographs are used generous- 
ly, and this reviewer’s opinion, tell the story far better 
than does the text. 


There are chapter divisions; there definite 
chronology. Conversations are recorded, perhaps with 
the objective enlivening what the author must have 
realized was rather colorless narrative. There 
attempt present complete account the work 
the navy; the author concerned with portraying for 
the benefit who remained behind the thoughts and 
heroism the men who went down the sea ships. 
For some reason his attempt none successful. 
Heroism there was, surely, and more than ample 
measure. 


Some the conversations are marked the exple- 
tives used fighting men, when time short and 
emphasis essential. Some will find these objectionable, 
but the author perhaps did not intend the book for chil- 
dren for the very genteel reader. was simply trying 
reproduce some phases the war they are, not 
they should be. Some the observations are well worth 
recording, such the one credited sailor who looked 
for several minutes the remains French village, 
wrecked American artillery fire, and then said, ‘We 
sure liberated the hell out this place.” 


doubtful this volume wil considered one 
the better books emerge from the war. Those particu- 
larly interested the navy may find interest, but 
the average reader will not greatly impressed it. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


* * 


Train, Arthur. Mr. Tutt Finds Way. Scribner’s. Mar. 
12, 1945. $2.50. 

the many thousands devotees Mr. Tutt the title 
chosen for this book will appear generic. The author 
has assembled various tales which make the body 
this publication, frequently based legal precedents 
statute law innocently hidden away but highly effective 
nonetheless when produced the psychological moment 
the astute and learned Mr. Tutt. This picturesque 
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lawyer, quaint, erudite and shrewd, self-constituted pro- 
tagonist, essays champion the cause those who have 
been victimized adverse circumstances brought 
helpless despair the machinations designing 
schemers. The unique device using some obscure law 
nucleus gives Mr. Train the base upon which 
builds many his stories and which usually form into 
delightfully romantic pattern. The discomfitures 
the Honorable Hezekiah Mason practitioner easy 
moral standards), and the cooperation the Sacred 
Camels King Menelik, firm allies Mr. Tutt toward 
bringing about the humiliating defeat this legal adven- 
turer, give some really delectable humorous treats. 


Mr. Train has set his collection narratives between 
two bookends, both occasioned the startling effect 
produced his recent publication “Yankee Lawyer, 
the Autobiography Ephraim Tutt.” Mr. Tutt overdid 
himself effectively (pictures and all) that the real 
author ran into the greatest difficulties convincing 
large part his reading public that was fact his 
own producer and that his brain child had nothing 
with the whole business. The matter got really 
serious, and resulted the necessity producing the 
second bookend which deals with lawsuit. 


Mr. Linit had invested the sum $3.25 the purchase 
one volume the autobiography and apparently 
read through good faith and with sense utter 
security, under the firm belief that Mr. Tutt was really 
Mr. Tutt and had hopped from his role Sir Galahad 
the relaxing pastime writing book. When Mr. 
Linit discovered that Mr. Tutt was Mr. Train, whereas 
the investment had been actuated high admiration for 
Mr. Tutt, the purchaser became vexed the degree 
jumping into Court for recovery his $3.25, goodly 
part thereof, plus neat sum for damages covering injured 
feelings, loss time, disallusionment, something. Mr. 
Train’s brief the subject (he pleads not guilty) 
masterful, and read with “The Best Tutt Story Them 
All” (Bookend No. 1), “The Yankee Lawyer,” shows 
his own emergence real lawyer, and incidentally gives 
some excellent reading. His “Apologia pro Via Sua” 
(both bookends) something worthwhile. 
Mr. Train has always been writer high repute, never 
vulgar offensive, consistently entertaining and instruc- 
tive, and opinion has earned for himself page 
Americana. His latest production recommended for 
reading all classes. 

Willging 

President Dubuque County 

Bar Association 


Smith, Eleanor. Lantern. Doubleday, Doran. 
Apr. 12, 1945. 276p. $2.50. 


This melodramatic escape novel the biography Nich- 
olas Randall from six perhaps thirty-two beginning 
with 1821 and centering about Hawkswood, the old Ran- 
dall estate the moors Devonshire. 


The father, Harry Randall, has married gypsy, Sabina, 
whom former gypsy suitor When Nicholas 
six, the father killed quarrel over woman. John 
Bazell becomes the orphan’s tutor, and neighbor boy 
Aylwin becomes his friend. Nicholas takes after the 
mother, wants violinist. follow him Rugby 


Smith 


and Oxford. age, goes Vienna become 
violinist. Aylwin marries Charlotte. They run into 
Nicholas Paris consorting with prostitutes, having given 
his violin. Budapest, the Bal Masque, has 
adventure with highborn lady with whom falls 
irrevocably love. searches for her year, meets 
her while visiting his friend Count Czermak. She the 
Countess Somogy and intrigued him into that one-night 
affair have heir save her estate from her brother- 
in-law, her husband having just died. For three years 
they then spend the summers together Sicily, but she 
refuses marry him. When their son Rudi drowns, 
and Nicholas hopes for marriage, she decides become 
nun. then goes New Orleans. After many 
years returns his English estate, meets pretty 
girl the moor and forcibly kisses her. Invited Sir 
and Lady Aylwin Carey, learns that the girl 
Gemma Troy, governess. determined possess 
her. discovers that Aylwin secretly meeting Gem- 
ma. truth first sight Gemma and Charlotte’s hus- 
band had fallen unscrupulously love. When Nicholas 
threatens Gemma with revealing the affair Aylwin’s 
wife, she and Aylwin elope Paris. Nicholas follows, 
persuades Aylwin return Charlotte, and after an- 
other dishonorable proposition, marries 
however, never drawn him physically and keeps 
remembering Aylwin. Just the prospect child 
promises improvement, she gets letter meet Aylwin. 
She insists she will meet him. When Nicholas angrily 
tries prevent her leaving the house, she shoots and 
kills him. Then while rushing into the moor the 
place Aylwin has designated she drowns the fen. 


The language this book romantic—the sins are men- 
tioned, not pictured. Nevertheless, anybody with 
literary sense book like this worse 
the merely negative side, the diction has stylistic 
lift whatever, not one happy quotable line. The plot- 
ting the most elementary adventure, action narrative. 
The protagonist goes from country country, the time 
span too great, characters think will figure through- 
out, drop out. 


More serious, the emotional treatment psychologically 
false, and this reviewer thinks harmful. Every love affair 
represented fiery irresistible passion, full blown 
the first two minutes meeting. Three four such 
lead fornication. Gemma, twenty-one, represented 
hitherto pure, sees married Aylwin, with several children 
she tutor, and during the first minute seeing him 
she realizes she must have him, and he, till then never 
tempted, that must have her. This maintain 
not only psychological humbug, also demoralizing. 
Human nature bad and weak, but can make 
young people believe that bad and that weak, 
expose them the mercy every infatuation. think 
such emotional humbug more dangerous than stark 
realistic protrayal sin. Equally false, not equally 
harmful, the representation Countess Somogy, after 
three years fornication with Nicholas, suddenly decid- 
ing become nun. 


Furthermore this seemingly harmless melodramatic escape 
nonsense throughout gives the impression that masculine 
sinning, while course not quite Christian, really 
invigorating and expected. The two boys Oxford, 
while represented fine fellows, naturally consort with 
prostitutes. Aylwin, are told, for twelve years was 


Marshall Bemelmans Taintor 


quite model husband who only twice during business 
trips London committed adultery! There was pagan 
attitude Christ excoriated more than this double standard 
attitude. One ought insist that whenever fiction repre- 
sents anything objectively mortal sin minor little 
indiscretion such fiction unwholesome, even should 
never stoop reveal much ankle. 


From literary standpoint, found this book tiresome— 
and absolutely valueless. Philosophically, its treatment 
its slant, even though two sinners the end come 
grief, that fornication the part man nothing 
especially hold against him. Reading the 
best waste time, and worst harmful falsification 
life’s emotions and values. 


Marshall, Edison. The Upstart. Farrar Rinehart. Apr. 
12, 1945. 280p. $2.50. 


This new novel follows the pattern its predecessors, 
particularly Benjamin Blake, being combination 
Horatio Alger plus sex adventure that often 
pornography. Dick Fingers, abandoned child 
seemingly well-born (i.e., rich) parents, grew 
pickpocket and juvenile gang leader London’s slums. 
Upon the death his guardian Fiddling Fingers was 
left violin which, the best Marshall (or Alger) tradi- 
tion turns out Stradivarius, bringing from honest 
pawnshopkeeper eleven guineas, sufficient launch Dick 
upon career with second-rate traveling company 
actors. Among these young, virginal and pretty Penny 
Price with whom Dick soon goes through romantic, 
pagan marriage ceremony (p. 75-77), followed after time 
another type companionate marriage ceremony 
sanctioned the traveling players (p. Then come 
idyllic accounts bedroom haycock affairs, adventures 
the players, culminating the attempt hypocritical 
villain Sir Anthony Beach seduce Penny. She escapes 
but the cost physical disfigurement which causes her 
abandon Dick. revenge, Dick ensnares Sir Anthony 
and murders him even after finds that Sir Anthony 
his father. Then Dick’s inherent goodness brought out 
when befriends impoverished nobleman (with 
beautiful daughter) who had assisted him with the suc- 
cessful sale the Strad. America Dick becomes the 
owner large plantation where happily spends the 
rest his life. 


There absolutely reason why one should recommend 
The and many reason why should con- 
demned or, better, completely ignored. purely “ad- 
venture” plus spicy sex. 


Bemelmans, Ludwig. The Blue Danube. 
the author. Viking. Apr. 1945. 153p. $3.00. 


The setting this sketch-like novel Regensburg, Bavaria, 
the Danube. little river island nearby essential 
the plot. The Catholic atmosphere Regensburg 
(medieval Ratisbon) and homely Bavarian dialect are 
quaintly and pleasantly recorded. The novel dramatizes 
the alleged conflict between the present German govern- 
ment officials and the everyday The illustrations 
help make attractive book. 
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the inflation 1924 Anton Fischer and his two sisters 
lost their beer garden Zur Blauen Donau. eventually 
became the property the National Socialist 
for the hours Sunday the cathedral, the social 
life the town and the novel center here. Anton, his 
two old and pious sisters, niece Leni, live gypsy life 
the little untaxed island, raising radishes, sold Sunday 
after mass. The villain the novel, Gauleiter Stolz, 
wants tax the Fischers. When Stolz calls him Bol- 
shevist, Anton makes derogatory remark the 
Fuehrer. But the Gauleiter cannot really proceed legally 
against Anton. one day the beer garden, 
Anton loses his temper the Gauleiter’s petty persecu- 
tion, takes him the collar and beats him 
action becomes saga among the people, but Anton natu- 
rally has flee. The Gauleiter, inspecting the island, be- 
comes dishonorably interested Leni but completely 
rebuffed. And the Bishop, seeing the plight the three 
ladies without man’s help, gets French prisoner, Paul 
Laprade, for them. idyllic love developing 
Leni and Paul when Anton reappears back from Vienna. 
His sisters prepare evening feast for him. However, 
telescopic observation has aroused the Gauleiter’s sus- 
picion. surprises the sisters, Leni, the prisoner, Anton, 
and the Bishop the feast—and happy think them 
all committable concentration camp. de- 
nounces them, revolver hand, the French prisoner kills 
him with shovel. the same moment Allied bombers 
raid Regensburg. Paul Laprade burns the 
body bomb crater which device all escape charge 
murder. Nevertheless, eventually the new Gauleiter, 
Schuft, gets Anton committed the concentration camp 
for his earlier beating Gauleiter Stolz. 


for the very frequent use the word “buttocks” 
the language proper. sometimes, however, un- 
necessarily brutal. When tears the Partv poet 
pieces, there gleeful description how his bloody 
trousers “oozed and dripped like old coffee bag” (p. 
128). 

The Gauleiter always described “the animal with 
the voice” (p. 22), weighing 250 pounds, with broad, 
heavy skull”; “His backside resembled two donkeys lean- 
ing against each other” (p. 22). other words, the party 
members are story book villains, not fair honest fac- 
similes. The good, non-party peorle Regensburg are 
described happy about the bombing which destroyed 
their beautiful old city. And the bombs only killed party 
members. All this obvious war propaganda humbug. 


Nevertheless, the book does finally create the impression 
that, while their ruling set are sub-human beasts (as 
enemies all wars are described), the people 
Germany are decent folks. this time when 
many “virtuous” war-humanitarians would exterminate 
the whole German people, including thirty million Cath- 
olics, this readable and rather charming novel, spite 
some customary war-blinded nonsense, may considered 
wholesome and entertaining reading for everybody. 


Taintor, Eliot. Remember. 


Apr. 16, 1945. 322p. $2.75. 

The charges were drunk and disorderly, assault and 
tery, but Avery Rickman became aware that through 
very difficult process remembering. Having but re- 
cently returned from many years the bush and the 
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fringes civilization, finds New York much more 
difficult place live than the jungle. Its brittle society 
and shallow interests, its cult snobbery and cocktails, 
its general purposelessness, produce him typical re- 
action, that is, typical for alcoholic. The charges men- 
tioned above were preferred the morning after his first 
cocktail party, during which had insulted the hostess, 
publicly slapped his debutante daughter, and after which 
had disappeared for the night come the police 
station. 


Rescued from the law old friend, Joe Kelly, Rick 
sobers slow degrees. Joe introduces him the organi- 
zation Alcoholics Anonymous, which himself 
Rick surprises himself well the knowing 
members the group persevering through the first 
meeting. From shaky start goes full year 
abstaining. The storv carries him the trials 
that first year, with all its near-failures, desolation, temp- 
tations and successes. The suspense excellently carried, 
and the reader finds himself worrying about Rick quite 
sincerely his friends did. 


There subplot providing love interest. Gail, mainly 
through her father’s misunderstanding and clumsiness, 
almost gives her infatuation for playboy; but 
the end there complete understanding and very happy 
ending. Though evidently intended exposition 
the work and methods the A.A., the story not 
merely propaganda vehicle. well written novel, 
with fine interest and suspense; the meetings and the ac- 
tivities the members the A.A. fit the plot most 
naturally. The subject matter mature, and for that 
reason the book recommended only for mature readers. 


Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


Fry, Varian. Surrender Demand. Random House. 


Apr. 23, 1945. 243p. $3.00. 


After the Franco-German Armistice 1940 many anti- 
Nazis and refugees from conquered countries were trapped 
France the mercy the same Gestapo which had 
once hunted them from Germany. There was extra- 
dition clause that armistice which permitted the de- 
portation wanted men from Vichy France that these 
unfortunates were also the mercy the Vichy police 
who were coonerate with the Gestapo. the 
former agency did not whole-heartedly and 
the latter agency permitted several months elapse be- 
fore swung into determined action. 


That inexplicable delay permitted Varian Fry function 
moving refugees out France under the 
auspices the Emergency Rescue Committee, Ameri- 
can organization. Fry’s major work was done with the 
intellectual, artistic, and literary groups and during his 
short year work managed snirit more than 1,000 
persons out France. His story these activities 
some extent factual one but also generalized de- 
scription his methods and their success. Legitimately 
obtained exit visas and passports, passports 
known countries such Siam and Lithuania, forged pass- 
ports and other papers were his chief tools. But also 
used the demobilization the French Army North 
Africa and the famous mountain routes into 
Among the well-known persons whose exits from France 


Fry Baker Ford 


assisted were Franz Werfel, Konrad Heiden, Max 
Ernst, Andre Masson, and Wanda Landowska but there 
were hosts others well. Most his work was done 
without the assistance the American consulate Mar- 
seilles which was his base operations. Finally, when 
the Gestapo and the French authorities became active 
was forced discontinue his work and return America. 


general the book suitable for most classes readers 
but because the intensive characterization and the lack 
adventure generally associated the public mind with 
books this type, will appeal mostly adults. 


Baker, Louise. Party Line. Whittlesey. Mar. 19, 1945. 


273p. $2.50. 


But few our presentday readers can appreciate the 
intricacies etiquette involved the use the old- 
fashioned multiple party telephone line which was such 
potent social force years gone by. Today would 
frown upon eavesdropping telephone conversation— 
then was not only good form, was frequently the 
height neighborliness and people even signalled 
that all would know their presence. the turn 
the century Miss Elmira Jordan ruled the switchboard 
Mayfield, small town the heart California’s orchard 
and gardening country, and ruled uncertain terms 
for forty-two years. During that time she learned all 
the intimate life Mayfield’s inhabitants and the present 
book the story that town told one its girls 
who grew the shade that telephone exchange. 


Miss Elmira had her own code ethics; she would never 
think repeating conversation (she listened all 
them) unless she considered necessary thwart 
some malicious action benefit someone need. This 
essentially the tragedies and comedies, the 
tears and laughter the people Mayfield unfolded 
over the telephone wires the community. would 
unfair future readers attempt summary the 
book—to tell them about Old Doctor and Mrs. Cart- 
wright, about Handlebars and his burro, about the scan- 
dalous exploits Uncle Willie; about Mrs. Dartwell and 
Charlie, about Mayfield’s essays into the realms culture, 
about all the fathers and mothers and children May- 
field. Suffice say that Miss Baker has recorded 
series human stories, not only humorous but real, which 
will pleasant and entertaining reading. One two 
incidents contain material somewhat taste 
but the book seems suitable for readers the high school 
level and above. 


Ford, Leslie. Philadelphia Murder 
Mar. 26, 1945. 250p. $2.00. 


Leslie Ford has fabricated another Grace Latham story 
not only for Satevehost readers but this time with the 
scene laid the Satevepost’s very own lair. When 
Kane, somewhat obnoxious was 
assigned profile the respectable Judge Nathaniel 
Whitney came into possession very important 
“document” whose publication would have caused 
furore aristocratic Philadelphia circles. Ergo was 
found murdered mid-afternoon the lobby the 
Curtis Building just after Ben Franklin himself had 
walked through. There are all sorts suspects and 


Gowan Index 


dozens red herrings are dragged across trails before 
the reader’s face. spite Mrs. Latham’s help Colonel 
Primrose manages unravel the tangle rather melo- 
dramatic climax during which all the evidence pinned 
onto the coattails suspect who had been reserved for 
just that moment. There nothing much objectionable 
about the story nor there much said its favor. 
ordinary, everyday, garden-variety detective fiction. 


* * * 


Govan, Christine Noble. Jennifer’s House. Houghton, 


Mifflin. Feb. 27, 1945. 337p. $2.50. 


technique and substance Jennifer’s House good 
Class novel, depicting the love Southerners for way 
life that includes big plantations, riding and hunting, 
mint juleps, big flower gardens, negro servants, etc. But 
that tradition gracious living was also poison. the 
words Dusty Rodes 


That’s the trouble with many around here. 
hate that moving on. rather live the 
past—even when it’s ashes and debt and just shell 
pretense—than take our heads out the hole and 
look ahead and something. There are too darned 
many Southerners living the shreds glory 
dream something beautiful and fine that’s gone 
they’d just recognize it; and poverty and debt, land 
erosion, land starvation, and industrial growth are 
just many gnats buzzing about our tail feathers while 
keep our silly heads underground (p. 333). 


Into that Southern plantation life came the Yankee girl, 
Isabel Page, the age sixteen, become companion 
Jennifer husband, John, had 
brought Isabel, attracted her outstanding beauty well 
her homelessness caused the remarriage her 
mother. Under Jennifer’s able guidance, Isabel learned 
the Southern ways; then set her heart the plantation 
Riverridge and determined she would never leave. 
After Jennifer’s death Isabel continued elderly John 
Tremont’s housekeeper; soon she accepted his chivalrous 
proposal marriage induced gossip begun about the 
girl living alone with John Tremont and his grandson 
Jonah who was his early twenties. After their mar- 
riage Isabel continued affair with another John’s 
grandsons, good-looking, mature Evan Crockett. John’s 
partial discovery this love affair hastened his death. 
The next step for Isabel win control over the plantation 


Best SELLERS 


Riverridge was marry Ransome Parks, widower 
and son-in-law John’s, who had inherited through his 
wife’s death. This marriage alienated Ransome’s daughters 
and the determining factor forcing crippled Jonah 
leave Riverridge and consider marrying Northern girl. 
The main theme that the Northerner Isabel’s attempt 
attain security exemplified the Riverridge planta- 
tion; she attained success use marriage means; 
indirectly she forced the Tremonts develop full 
life their own, self-sufficient character, that they were 
longer bound chains tradition Riverridge. 
Adults, particularly women, will find Jennifer’s House 
slightly better than average entertainment. 
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